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of every religion and of every form of spiritual discipline, and
'drove straight to the divine realisation, taking, as it were, the
kingdom of heaven by violence'. His was a finger of light that
pointed India onward on the age-old path of the Spirit, by which
only, as he and his great disciple repeated again and again,
could she arrive at the goal assigned to her by the Dispenser of
her flestiny. But Sri Ramakrishna's was an inner realisation of
the inner Divine. And life was to him a necessary field for that;

but his extreme emphasis on the Spirit focussed all attention on
it with the result that the integral vision could not be always
there and its fulfilment was still further away. Nevertheless
Dakshineswar was the beginning of the Mother's work which
Vivekananda was commanded by his Master to accomplish, leaving
aside his samddhi and trance. It was here that the past spiritual
experiences of the race were re-lived and the initial lines of
their application indicated so that the country by following them
might grow in readiness for the completion of that work in
the future.

Among the immediate forces that brought about the awak-
ening in modern India one was largely due to the impact upon
her of Western pragmatism that urged her, first, to have a clear
understanding of the problem and then to find out whatever
help the people were yet capable of rendering towards its
solution. Religion was certainly an important element in her
greatness in the past. And it was then a thing of experience.
But being anchored on a fixed social system it could not grow
with time so as to be able to satisfy the deepest spiritual
aspirations of man, and showed a tendency towards externalism
which in the days of decline became so dominant that any
enlarging of it or a revival of its true spirit seemed impossible.
Religion in India more than in any other country tried to take
hold of man's parts of life and draw them Godwards, and thereby
to reconcile the spiritual Truth with the vital and, material
existence. But it could not keep to this high aim all through.
Instead of making Earth obedient to Heaven, it had the opposite
result of making Heaven a sanction for Earth's desires; for,
continually the religious idea has been turned into an excuse
for the worship and service of the human ego. Thus, leaving
constantly its little shining core of spiritual experience Religion
everywhere has lost itself in the obscure mass of its ever-extending
ambiguous compromises4 with life. It has even gone so far as to
divide the higher expressions of man, such as knowledge, works,
art and even life itself into two opposite categories, spiritual and
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